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This bullfrog is not facing you, but it can see y
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Transparent inner eyelids,
called nictitating membranes,
protect frog eyes underwater
while still allowing them to see.
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A frog's head is wice ic sccommodate a huge mouth. Frogs
swallow food whole. Large external eardrums provide excellent -
hearing, alerting a frog to the sounds of approaching danger.

And big eyeballs give a frog a 360-degree view of the world.

In many species of frogs, you can tell females from males by i
the size of their eardrums. If the eardrum is smaller than the
eye, the frog is a female. If it is larger than the eye, the frog
is a male. In every other way, male =~ _——
and female frogs look alike. g

female mink frog

male mink frog



king frog
call of the pickerel frog

Only male frogs make sounds.
They call to attract female
frogs. Frogs produce sounds
by inflating vocal sacs in their
throats and vibrating the air
8 as they slowly let it out. Some
ocal sacsinflasted  gpecies inflate one large vocal

!
s,

> sac. Others inflate two small

¥
vocal sacs.

spring peeper calling




call of the green froc
call of the leopard frog

The sound each species of frog makes when calling
distinctive as the species color and markings.
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After mating with male frogs, female
frogs deposit their eggs in water. The

eggs develop and hatch into tiny tadpoles.
Limbless and lungless, the tadpoles live
entirely underwater.

bullfrog eggs shown
actual size

dorsal fin



Finally, a frog emerges from the water, It
still has a short tail. When the tail has been

k completely absorbed by the }‘
~A frog's body, the metamorphosis
M is complete.

. Through a process called metamorphosis, y,

tadpoles slowly sprout limbs, develop lungs, \\

. and eventually become frogs. \

Depending on the species, tadpoles =

" grow to be two, three, or in the case _ I—
" of bullfrog tadpoles, a whopping six =

,l.«:mgihgs long, in just a matter of weeks.

When the lungs are fully develoPed, the P
can breaj;bg alr. = _ -

At twelve weeks, :
the eyes beginto = = _»
~ bulge.

Soon after, the
mouth widens.



Small and medium-size frogs eat mostly inse

which they snap up with their sticky tongue:

silhouettes on this page show some of the insects
frogs eat.

moths
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grasshoppers

mayflies

dragonflies

" aquatic nymphs
and larvae



Large frog s, small snakes, fish, mice,
baby turtles, and even other frogs as well as insects.
Frogs help to keep the numbers of insects down.

I once saw a great big bullfrog catch and eat
two adult goldfinches. The frog swallowed the
second bird almost immediately after the first!
Large bullfrogs have been known to swallow

ducklings whole.
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All kinds of‘fi‘ri'iﬂﬁgifalsl eat frogs W,,h_grever
frogs live, they are hunted day and night.




_- eatfrogs—-it is amézing
the pressure . . .

but they do.



In the natural order of things, frogs can take
care of themselves. But frogs cannot avoid or
escape environmental dangers such as water
pollution and the loss of wetland habitats.




