
Another skill we use when we understand place value is rounding. Rounding is used to 
make complex numbers easier to use. Rounding is a great way to check answers!

Vocabulary

Rounding Approximating a number to its nearest benchmark number.

Benchmark
Numbers 

An easily countable number that can be used for rounding. 10’s, 100’s, 
1,000’s.

Midpoints The number in the middle of two benchmark numbers. Always has a 5.

Approximate To find a value that is close to the exact value.

There are many strategies available for you to use when rounding a number. Regardless 
of the strategy you choose you must pay attention to what value you are rounding to.

1. Draw a blank number line.
2. Figure out what place you are rounding to.
3. Determine the benchmark numbers.
4. Find the midpoint.
5. Plot your given number.



Why do we round?

What are benchmark numbers?

What are midpoints?

Rounding to the nearest 10

Rounding to the nearest 100



The best tools to utilize for rounding are number lines and hundreds charts. Check out 
some of the references below to help you out until you have the skills mastered.

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 100

100 105 110 115 120 125 130 135 140 145 150 155 160 165 170 175 180 185 190 195 200

220 270200 205 210 215 225 230 235 240 245 250 255 260 265 275 280 285 290 295 300

300 305 310 315 320 325 330 335 340 345 350 355 360 365 370 375 380 385 390 395 400

400 405 410 415 420 425 430 435 440 445 450 455 460 465 470 475 480 485 490 495 500

500 505 510 515 520 525 530 535 540 545 550 555 560 565 570 575 580 585 590 595 600

600 605 610 615 620 625 630 635 640 645 650 655 660 665 670 675 680 685 690 695 700

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650 700 750 800 850 900 950 1000

700 705 710 715 720 725 730 735 740 745 750 755 760 765 770 775 780 785 790 795 800

800 805 810 815 820 825 830 835 840 845 850 855 860 865 870 875 880 885 890 895 900

900 905 910 915 920 925 930 935 940 945 950 955 960 965 970 975 980 985 990 995 1000

Figure out where your number will fall on the number line and round to the nearest 10. The benchmark numbers are bolded. 

Use the bottom number line to help you round to the nearest 100’s. If the number is larger than 1000 try to use it as a frame of
reference. 



Rounding as a very important use. When we add and subtract we sometimes make small 
mistakes. Rounding the problem’s numbers to their nearest 10 or 100 can help you 
determine if your exact answer is reasonable or not.

Vocabulary

Reasonability Determine if an answer is correct by estimating with rounded numbers.

Estimate
To slightly change a number into an easier to use number. Typically by 
rounding.

Rounding To approximate a number to its nearest benchmark number.

Consider the following addition problem. Would you say it is close to this one?.

When you round the numbers of a problem you can create a much easier 
problem. This will allow you to check your work. What do you notice about 
the problems above?

237
+746
983

Reasonable?

337
+396
633

Reasonable?

637
-298
339

Reasonable?

401
-194
393

Reasonable?


